Protocol for the management of newly diagnosed cases of tuberculosis.
To achieve the targets and milestones set by the World Health Organization (3) to their 'End TB Strategy' to stop the global TB epidemic by 2035 and India's commitment to eliminate this disease from the country by 2025 (4), it will be important to improve the case finding and effectively treat cases of tuberculosis both in the public and the private sector, the latter still holding a major share. To strengthen the management of tuberculosis in the private sector and to have uniformity in the treatment, we need to have a protocol, suitable to our socio-economic conditions, which will not only provide guidance in getting better treatment outcomes, but also help to interrupt transmission of the disease in the community, besides curbing the development of drug resistance. Several guidelines on the management of tuberculosis are available, but these are considered as very good starting points for treatment but not the only treatment option, since guidelines cannot address every possible situation and substitute for good clinical judgment (5).Hence to meet these requirements and shortcomings following protocol is provided to manage cases of tuberculosis and resolve several issues related to it.